




Library closing in on endowment goal 
 
 
On March 7, 2008, Gov. Dave Freudenthal signed a bill into law that established 

the Wyoming Libraries Endowment Challenge Program.  This action was the culmination 
of four years’ efforts by the Wyoming Library Association with Wyoming legislators to 
ensure a level of funding sustainability in bad economic times and good ones for county 
libraries far into the future.   

 
This Endowment enables Library Foundations to raise money for a period of five 

years and have it matched by State funds.  The language of the bill allows for three tiers 
of matching funds with poorer counties receiving a 3:1 match, a middle range of counties 
receiving a 2:1 match, and wealthier counties qualifying for a 1:1 match, based on county 
valuations in 2007.  Johnson County qualified for a 2:1 match.  When this law went into 
effect on July 1, 2008, all public library foundations had the opportunity to receive fund 
raising instruction through the Wyoming Library Association and were prepared to 
embark on their money raising ventures.   

 
Library foundations around the state are working together to help and encourage 

each other.  When $2.3 million in donations has been raised cumulatively from all 
counties, an incentive payment of $100,000 will be made to each and every county’s 
library foundation. 

 
The Johnson County Library Foundation has had several extraordinary gifts in the 

past nine months.  These gifts have brought us to within $7,780 of our matching goal of 
$147,826.  Last May Richard Vogel pledged $50,000 in memory of his wife Patricia, who 
had been an ardent supporter and patron of the Buffalo Library.  With the 2:1 match that 
will turn into $150,000 – and the amazing story has just begun!   

 
In July, Library Director Cynthia Twing received a very surprising visit from Pat 

Linehan of Pennsylvania.  She is the niece of the late John Scully.  She informed the 
Director that the Johnson County Library Foundation would be receiving a bequest from 
Mr. Scully’s estate – $108,000!  Mr. Scully’s gift has been matched by $216,000 of 
Library Endowment funds.   

 
 Several remarkable donors have stepped forward.  The Purdy Family Foundation 

has given $5,000 toward the endowment match. Other local donors include Patricia and 
Herman Myers, CJ Consulting LLC, and Garrett G. Carlson. The community has also 
lent to the effort by raising almost $24,000 through the 2008 Library Auction. The 
Johnson County Library Foundation released the entire proceeds of the auction for 
matching funds. Paul Heimer, the Director of the Albany County Library Foundation has 
written several grants to large corporations that have resulted in a gift from the WalMart 
Foundation – $1,500 for every county library foundation or $38,500 statewide.   

 
The Johnson County Library Foundation has nearly reached its goal, but will 

continue to fundraise for $33,333 that will qualify for the incentive portion of $100,000.  



Patrons and supporters of this library system still have the opportunity to donate, 
knowing that their gift will be matched 2:1 by State funds.   

 
At this time, Natrona, Laramie and Park counties have reached their fund-raising 

goals in entirety.  The Wyoming Library Association webpage is maintaining a 
spreadsheet of fundraising progress and success. Visit http://www.wyla.org/endowment/ 
and then click on Wyoming Libraries Endowment Status. 
  

The Johnson County Library staff and Foundation members are deeply thankful 
and humbled by the generosity of its patrons.  Support at this level sends a message—the 
Johnson County Library System is a vital part of community life and is deserving of 
efforts to sustain quality service to all library users. 
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Calendar of Events FRIENDS of the  
Johnson County Library 

Est. April 1972 
 

Who are Friends? 
Men and women with a 

common goal of promoting 
and supporting the library. 

 
Ongoing projects … 

�x�� Provide physical      
improvements 

�x�� Provide volunteers 
�x�� Purchase special   

equipment and gifts 
�x�� Schedule fund-raising  
�x�� Arrange programs 
�x�� Sponsor book          

discussions 
�x�� Provide books to     

parents of newborns 
 

The Friends meet the 
second Tuesday of every 
month at the library, and all 
members are  encouraged to 
attend. 
 

APRIL 
TUESDAY, APRIL  7 
Easter Story Hour, 10 a.m.— Kaycee Branch 
 
FRIDAY , APRIL  10 
Early closing, libraries open 10 a.m. to noon — 
Good Friday 
 
SUNDAY, APRIL  12 
Libraries closed — Easter 
 
TUESDAY, APRIL  14 
My Gun, My Horse, My Library, 7 p.m. in the 
meeting room. Lynne Swanson presents the trials  
and tribulations of starting libraries in early 
1900s Platte County and Wyoming. 
 
National Library Week Story Hour , 10 a.m.— 
Kaycee Branch 
 
TUESDAY APRIL  14-SATURDAY , APRIL  25 
Used book sale, library hours—Kaycee Branch. 
Sale benefits children’s programs 
 

SATURDAY , APRIL  25 
Buying, Selling and Trading in Indian Coun-
try, 6:30 p.m.—Kaycee Branch. By William 
Bauer, assistant professor of American Indian 
Ethnohistory  at UW. 

MAY��
THURSDAY, MAY 14-MONDAY, MAY 18 
Library book sale, during library hours—
Community Building, Johnson County Fair-
grounds. Sale includes more than 12,000 books 
from John Scully Estate. 
 
MONDAY, MAY 18 
Book discussion, 7 p.m.—Kaycee Branch 
The Worst Hard Time:  The Untold Story of 
Those Who Survived the Great American Dust 
Bowl by Timothy Egan  
 
TUESDAY, MAY 19 
No Story Hour—Kaycee Branch. 
 
MONDAY, MAY 25 
Libraries closed—Memorial Day 
 

All events are at the main library in Buffalo unless otherwise noted. 

Just some of the 38 
quilts displayed at 
the Johnson County 
Library in March 
during National  
Quilting Month. 


